

ADOPTED 2/14/17


Introduced by Council Member Bowman and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Boyer and Morgan: 

RESOLUTION 2017-71-A
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE CLEAN WATERWAY SOCIETY, Inc. AND ITS stewardship to clean UP, CONSERVe and PROMOTE the WATERWAYS of NORTHEAST FLORIDA; providing for an effective date.


WHEREAS, the mission of the Clean Waterway Society, Inc. is to clean, conserve and enhance local waterways through actions and partnerships that improve water quality, institute conservation programs and rehabilitate and protect the areas natural resources;  and


WHEREAS, on May 1, 2011 when Eric Bersinger and Josh Woods paddled down the Bartram Canoe Trail on Durbin Creek they discovered that the land near the creek and the creek itself were overrun and clogged with garbage, vegetation and fallen trees and limbs; and


WHEREAS, Bersinger and Woods subsequently sought out how they might be able to remove these obstructions from Durbin Creek so that the citizens of the community could enjoy Durbin Creek; and 

WHEREAS, shortly thereafter, they returned to the creek with trash bags and chain saws and cleared the fallen trees and rebuilt the launch and began to call themselves the “Durbin Creek Wilderness Society”; and   


WHEREAS, since that time the “Durbin Creek Wilderness Society”, which was renamed the “Clean Waterway Society, Inc.” in September 2013, has worked with volunteers, members of the community and with other conservation associations to better the public’s access to local waterways by trimming trees and landscaping and picking up trash in the waterways and along the banks of various waterways throughout Northeast Florida; and


WHEREAS, the Clean Waterway Society, Inc. has continued its public outreach efforts through presentations to such groups as the Sierra Club, the Florida Sea Kayak Association, the Seminole Canoe and Kayak Club, and the Duval Audubon Society, and has had partnerships or other symbiotic relationships with various groups including: Keep Jacksonville Beautiful, The Greater Jacksonville Paddling Guide of the Public Trust Institute, the National Park Service, St. Johns County Parks and Recreation Department and Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens; and  


WHEREAS, the Clean Waterway Society, Inc. was named the American Canoe Association Green Paddle for Waterway Conservation Award recipient for 2012 for their efforts to protect the waterways; and 


WHEREAS, they were also the 2013 Winner of the “In the Trenches Award” presented by the Public Trust Environmental Legal Institute of Florida; and

WHEREAS, also during this time the Clean Waterway Society, Inc. continued to host and/or appear at multiple clean-up events such as the International Coastal Clean-Up, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens Shoreline Clean-Up, Earth Day Clean-Up events, the “Clean Islands Initiative” for lands surrounding the Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve, the Heritage River Road Clean-Up, and participated in Eagle Scout projects: one for protection of wood ducks and the other for conservation of the Prothonotary Warbler nests near Julington Durbin Preserve, and also built mile markers and signs along Durbin Creek; and  


WHEREAS, at the Jacksonville Waterways Commission’s January 11, 2017 meeting, the Waterways Commission heard from Bersinger and Woods who presented the conservation and stewardship efforts of the Clean Waterways Society, Inc.; and


WHEREAS, the City Council also desires to recognize the continued efforts, conservation and stewardship of this deserving organization; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby expresses its support and gratitude for the continued efforts of the Clean Waterway Society, Inc. of volunteerism, conservation, and stewardship of the waterways of Northeast Florida, and wishes it continued success in its endeavors.  

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Paige H. Johnston
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